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The Speaker

Melanie Fontaine

Melanie Fontaine brings to KAST passion, skill and deep

commitment to benefit the Kootenay science and tech

communities.

Melanie comes from a strong scientific background in

biochemistry research with a Master of Science degree

from the University of Alberta. Some of her experiences

include working at a non-profit hospital in Kenya and for

the Provincial Health Services Authority in Vancouver.

She values access to STEM programs for youth and equal

opportunitiies for young women to feel confident

embarking on science and technology-related careers.



The Future is Science
and Tech

The Tech sector is one of the fastest-growing

industries in BC with over 3500 employed workers

located in the Kootenays.

During the pandemic, technology workers were

the least likely to have lost their jobs and have

the highest paid wages across all industries.

As we look to the future, businesses in our region

anticipate the workforce to require additional

technological skills and there is a need for local

program delivery to keep up with demand.



Overview of KAST Programming

25 Years in the Kootenays!

Partnerships and Collaborations

Opportunities



Fostering inclusive
economic opportunities &
job creation through
science, technology &
innovation

Who is KAST?

2.
Vision Principles

Mission
1. 3.

A champion of innovation
& valued partner in
thriving sustainable
technology communities
across the Kootenays

Integrity, Diversity & Inclusion
Insight & Innovation
 Collaboration & Support



Small Businesses and
Early Stage Entrepreneurs

7 School Districts of Youth
aged 5-18

Non-profit
Organizations

KAST supports the region by providing

programs, events, networking and mentorship

to all stages of the Science, Technology and

Innovation journey, including childhood,

business growth, community contribution. 

Who Do We Serve?
The Ecosystem!

Postsecondary
Institutes

Community and Tech
Workers 

Municipal Leaders



YOUTH
Inspiring Kootenay
youth to become
the next-generation
of innovators!

Inspiring today's youth to become
tomorrow's innovators through

interactive learning & play.

Developing the next generation of
innovators through skills-based

training & career pathways.





2022

Winner!





Makerspace Collaboration





Kootenay Youth
Entrepreneurship

Program





The Selkirk Technology Access Centre (STAC) was an original KAST lead project that was

passed to the college for even greater success

The STAC helps businesses apply new technologies to workflows, prototype new designs,

reverse engineer critical parts, find advanced technology solutions and enhance manufacturing

processes.

MIDAS            STAC



Bringing the
Region Online
Digital Economy Rapid Response
Recovery Program 

Helping small-medium local businesses to enter
or expand into the digital economy

"We so much appreciate DER3 helping us navigate the intricacies of
the digital world. Your support was the perfect kick off for our

company's online presence."
 -Claudia, Treasure Life Flour Mills




Canadian Digital Adoption Program:
www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/152.nsf/eng/home



Supporting entrepreneurs who want to grow their

business by providing one-to-one coaching with an

experienced Executive in Residence (EiR)

Venture Acceleration Program



Investment Readiness Training Program 
and 

Kootenay Investment Challenge



CERTICRAFT
Compliance Software for Craft Cannabis Growers

Venture Acceleration Program Graduate
Kootenay Pitch Competition Winner

Accelerate Okanagan Angel Summit Winner
 ($150,000 investment fund)

Kootenay Investment Challenge Winner



SMRT1 Technologies is a technology company based in
Nelson, British Columbia, Canada. We specialize in interactive,

cloud-connected, smart dispensing solutions that provide
engaging, frictionless, convenient, customer experiences.

Make informed data-driven decisions with our tailored real-
time dashboard analytics.

SMRT1.CA





Kootenay Venture
Network
Bringing together entrepreneurs

with local investors



Business Surveys

Advanced Manufacturing Net Zero Action Plan



Coworking | Boardroom Space| Events | Community

Nelson Innovation Center





Tech Meetups



Where can you get involved?

New programs that would benefit from

regional delivery

Partnerships on current programs to

ensure community access

Support for Tech Meetups to come to

your community
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Q and A
A S K  A W A Y !

Melanie Fontaine
Executive Director

1-236-287-2080 

melanie@kast.com

www.kast.com

@KASTInnovation


